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veteran because they knew it was the
right thing to do, and because they
knew that this veteran had made tre-
mendous sacrifices in defense of their
freedom.

These three men should be com-
mended for their selfless action, and
the VA should be embarrassed for its
failure to meet the needs of this vet-
eran.

——————

FIX OUR BROKEN IMMIGRATION
SYSTEM

(Mr. GARCIA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, over the
last few months, we have seen an un-
precedented number of unaccompanied
children coming across our border.
While many of my colleagues want to
rail at the lack of border enforcement,
these Kkids are immediately being
caught and turned over to the Border
Patrol.

Just throwing more money at the
border isn’t going to fix the problem.
Sending the National Guard to the bor-
der isn’t going to do it either. In fact,
it is pure political posturing.

What we need is comprehensive im-
migration reform now. Fixing our bro-
ken immigration system will clear the
backlog so that we can process these
children fairly and efficiently.

Instead of adding to the $18 billion we
already spend on immigration enforce-
ment a year, we need a comprehensive
strategy based on reliable metrics to
allocate resources where they are actu-
ally needed.

This crisis isn’t going to be solved by
scare tactics. These are children. We
need a wide-ranging plan to ensure the
fair and humane treatment of the chil-
dren, and a long-term strategy to ad-
dress the root causes of the crisis.

———

THE BORDER CRISIS DEMANDS
MEANINGFUL POLICY CHANGES

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I just
visited the Texas-Mexico border for the
third time. I saw, firsthand, a real
manmade crisis, a crisis created by an
administration that urges amnesty.

I spent time with our Nation’s border
agents. They are doing an incredible
job under the extreme circumstances.
Despite their hard work, wave after
wave of illegal immigrants is coming
in from Central America.

I also witnessed the State of Texas
Department of Public Safety’s heroic
efforts to combat drug trafficking.

Sending these illegal immigrants
back to their home country promptly
is one of the most humane things that
we can do. Failure to do so will only
encourage others to risk their own
safety to pursue the false promise of
amnesty.

My constituents in Texas demand a
permanent border security solution.
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The law blocking a fast return of ille-
gal immigrants to their home coun-
tries must be changed.

Until our President supports this
major part of the solution, he will re-
main a major source of the problem.

———

THE MIDDLE CLASS JUMPSTART
ACTION PLAN

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
last week I stood with House Demo-
crats to unveil the Middle Class
Jumpstart Action Plan. This plan fo-
cuses on creating good jobs for the 21st
century, empowering Americans to
manage work and family, and making
higher education affordable.

That same day, the majority showed
where their priorities lie, by handing
out unpaid-for, debt-raising tax breaks
that will benefit the wealthiest Ameri-
cans.

There is something wrong when folks
can fight so vigorously on the House
floor to protect corporate persons, but
fail to defend real unemployed Ameri-
cans by passing an unemployment in-
surance bill and raising the national
minimum wage.

Yesterday, I met with labor groups to
discuss how Congress can grow manu-
facturing and promote job creation. We
discussed the need to invest in Amer-
ican workers by providing quality
training, the need to invest in infra-
structure, and how fair wages and a
skilled workforce will help restore the
American Dream.

I urge my colleagues to stop legis-
lating for the 1 percent of Americans,
and help jump-start and grow the mid-
dle class.
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PRESIDENT OBAMA CAN SOLVE
BORDER CRISIS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the Border Security Caucus, composed
of over 80 members and growing, met
yesterday, and many of us have con-
cerns about the administration’s immi-
gration proposals.

We feel the President is trying to
make Congress take ownership of the
border crisis. We should reject that by
pointing out that the President right
now—today—could stop the illegal
surge by enforcing current immigra-
tion laws.

We should put the well-being of the
children first and encourage them to
stay in their home countries with their
families.

The President, allowing over 500,000
people illegally in the United States to
stay indefinitely, has enticed tens of
thousands more to undertake a dan-
gerous journey to cross the southern
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border. The President’s policies are
deadly.

The House should not send any immi-
gration bill to the Senate, unless we
know what is coming back. Otherwise,
it is just a Trojan horse waiting to be
used by those who favor amnesty.

————

NIAGARA FALLS AIR RESERVE
STATION

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today, I
will meet with the Niagara Military
Affairs Council here in Washington,
D.C., to discuss the future of the Niag-
ara Falls Air Reserve Station.

The Niagara Falls Air Reserve Sta-
tion is critical not only to western New
York, but to our Nation’s security. The
Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station em-
ploys over 3,500 people and has an an-
nual economic impact of over $200 mil-
lion.

Next month, the station will start
construction on a new C-130 flight sim-
ulator, which I was proud to fight for
with the western New York delegation.
Additionally, Customs and Border Pro-
tection has chosen the base as the pre-
ferred location for construction of a
new Border Patrol station.

Mr. Speaker, I will continue to fight
to make sure that the mission at the
Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station is
preserved and that it is allowed to di-
versify through innovative partner-
ships.

Continued investment in the base
and expansion of the mission ensures
that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Sta-
tion will remain a fixture in our com-
munity for many years to come.

————

CONSTITUTIONAL CHECKS AND
BALANCES

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the House is
considering a lawsuit to stop the Presi-
dent from unilaterally rewriting the
ObamaCare statute. Some have criti-
cized the lawsuit by saying that if
House Republicans are opposed to the
ObamaCare individual mandate, why
are they suing President Obama for de-
laying that mandate?

The Constitution requires that if the
President wants to change a law, he
must come to Congress to ask for a
change. He did not do that in this case,
even though House Republicans agreed
with the underlying change. The case
is about following constitutional proc-
ess.

Another objection is that President
Obama has not issued as many execu-
tive orders as other Presidents, but the
issue is not the number of executive or-
ders, but the impact of the executive
orders.

This lawsuit is about constitutional
governance, not politics. We must
maintain the checks and balances es-
tablished by the Constitution.
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